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evinced a friendly disposition, and I apprehended no difficulty
with him ; but the Rani was an old widow woman, swayed and
directed by interested advisers, and her attitude remained
persistently hostile during the whole term of my residence in the
Hill Tracts.

The first attempt she made was in the Kutcherry, or Law
Court, sending up test cases and then appealing against my
decisions, first to the Commissioner at Chittagong and after-
wards to the High Court at Calcutta,

I was very careful, however, with my work, and when
doubtful always postponed decision till I could refer to my
friend the Commissioner, so that she failed to catch me tripping
In the performance of my official duties.

Next a very harassing mode of attack was adopted, and one
much in favour in the East. Anonymous petitions were sent
to Calcutta, charging me with all sorts of crimes, and were
returned to me by the Bengal Government for any reply or
remark I might wish to offer. This was sufficiently annoying,
but I had at first no difficulty in refuting groundless accusa-
tions.

But constant dropping will, as all know, wear away even a
stone, and by persistent complaints an impression was gradually
set up that something must be wrong. The continual fire of
anonymous letters and petitions had been disregarded, but at
length the Lieutenant-Governor received a petition duly
signed by seven leading hill men, containing formal charges -
against me of various sorts of injustice and oppression.

On receipt of this the Lidtttenant-Governor wrote to ttie _
, .Commissioner at Chittagong, directing him to proceed at once
to my head-quarters, and make a rigorous inquiry into the
facts alleged in the petition  and into my administration
generally.

;, ;> 1 confess that I felt deeply hurt and mortified at the time,
betook myself in high dudgeon to Chittagong, there to
the result, and to show by my absence that I had no wish
'to influence or alarm those who desired to bear witness against

-The Commissioner repaired to my head-quarters and suni-

* ipaoned before Mm the men whose names were affixed to the